
29

Chapter 4 - Historic Preservation Plan

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN

OVERVIEW

This section provides a brief overview of the region’s history.  The Historic Resources section includes maps 
of Historic Resources that remain in the region.  

The original inhabitants of the area were Native-

European settlers arrived in the area in the early 
1700s, primarily from Britain and Germany.  The 

Both names are Welsh in origin.  The area was 

was originally part of Cumru, until it was separated 

The entire area was densely wooded, requiring 
enormous amounts of physical labor in order to 
clear land for farming.  Many early settlers also 
operated sawmills and other types of mills.  Most 

the Revolutionary War.  He served as Quartermaster General for the Army, in charge of all of its supplies.  He 

as Governor of Pennsylvania. 

to the wealthy.  As a result, a number of one-room school houses were constructed throughout the area, with 
each township forming their own school system.

The Christian Bowman Homestead, located in Brecknock 
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to Reading to Lebanon helped to generate 
development of the area.  The Canal was soon 

which made the canal obsolete. 

formed as boroughs from land that was part of 

parts of Cumru over the years, until a change 

almost impossible.

along these trolley routes, which provided the primary method of transportation.  The development of the 

The region has a rich heritage, as described above.  The Historic Resources Maps and the accompanying list 
on the following pages shows important historic buildings and resources throughout the region.

TOOLS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Consider zoning provisions to help preserve the most important historic buildings.

The John Updike Birthplace in Shillington
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adaptive reuse and rehabilitation of historic properties.  The greatest emphasis should be placed within the 

a hardship or too costly.

from the time a person applied for a demolition permit until it could be approved.  This delay would only apply to 
a list of important historic buildings.  This delay is intended to provide time for interested persons to convince a 

be willing to restore the building, or the owner might be persuaded to incorporate the building into their plans 
for the property.  

Provide zoning incentives to encourage adaptive reuse and rehabilitation of historic buildings.

designed to be compatible with the historic building as viewed from the road.   

The applicant would need to submit plans prepared by a registered architect showing that the important 
features of the building that are visible from a public road will be preserved and rehabilitated.   Modern features 
could be added in areas that are not visible from a public road.

Promote increased interest and awareness in historic resources, and more detailed 

County.   

Efforts should be considered to have additional buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Listing on the Register does not by itself involve any additional regulations upon a private property owner. 

building.

Encourage property-owners to follow proper standards in making changes to older buildings.
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rehabilitated in ways that retain their historic appearance as viewed from a road.  

technical feasibility.  These standards are as follows:

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use.  Changes that create 

from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall 
not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest 
means possible.

resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

characterize the property.  The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible 
with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property 

would be unimpaired.” 

The following additional standards should be considered when rehabilitating historic buildings.  The changes 

buildings.

1. The proportional relationship between the width and the height of the front of the building.

along a street.
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authentic materials of surrounding buildings.

10. The use of compatible roof shapes and lines.

11. The use of appropriate fences and walls.

HISTORIC RESOURCES

restoration, and adaptive reuse of these historic features as a means of providing a glimpse into the Region’s 
important past. Additionally, historic preservation can provide educational opportunities regarding historic life 
and architectural styles. Well maintained historic sites and areas can create a sense of unique identity and 
stimulate civic pride, economic vitality and tourism opportunities.

one site and one district listed on the National Register.

name, municipality, data source, and National Register status: 
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List of Historic Resources
(See numbers on Historic Resources Maps)

Brecknock
Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

Abraham Ziegler House PHMC Undetermined

PHMC

Allegheny Church PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Mennonite Meeting House PHMC Listed

PHMC

Christian Bowman Homestead PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Eligible

Gebhart Homestead PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

Meiser

Graveyard Meiser

Graveyard Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Eight Mile House PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

George Glass House PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Eligible

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Weber Homestead PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Ziemer’s Public House PHMC Undetermined

BCPC

6686 BCPC

6687 BCPC

6688 BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

Hoschaar BCPC
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BCPC

N. Mohr House BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

Phillip Wert House BCPC

BCPC

6700 BCPC

6701 A. Ziegler House BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

No Name - Building on Bowmansville Road BCPC

6706 Peter Beam House BCPC

6707 BCPC

6708 BCPC

BCPC

6710 BCPC

6711 No Name - Building on Bowmansville Road BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

BCPC

Cumru
Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

Althouse Property PHMC

Central House Hotel PHMC Undetermined

BCPC

Meiser

Meiser

Meiser

Eberly Estate PHMC Undetermined

PHMC

PHMC

Ernest W & Bertha E Hill Property PHMC

PHMC Eligible

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

Meiser
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PHMC

George L. Bennethun Property PHMC

Graveyard Meiser

Meiser

BCPC

PHMC

PHMC

PHMC Eligible

Meiser

1660 Meiser

1661 PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC

PHMC

PHMC

1666 Meiser

1667 PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

1670 Meiser

1671 PHMC

PHMC

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC

1676 Meiser

1677 Locus 18 Property PHMC

1678 PHMC

Mary Archer Home PHMC Undetermined

1680 PHMC

1681 Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

BCPC

1686 Nolde Mansion PHMC Undetermined

1688 Meiser Undetermined

Prosperi House PHMC

PHMC Undetermined

Reddig Property PHMC

Richard Eshelman Property PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser
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PHMC Undetermined

PHMC

1700 PHMC Eligible

1701 PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Trinity Lutheran Church PHMC Undetermined

1706 Ulrich Werner House PHMC Undetermined

1708 PHMC Undetermined

1711 PHMC

White House Hotel BCPC

Wyomissing Church PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

1716 Yocum’s Church PHMC Undetermined

1717 PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

High House PHMC Eligible

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC Eligible

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC Eligible

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC

Kenhorst
Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

High Homestead PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Lancaster Avenue Row PHMC Undetermined

New Holland Road Row PHMC Undetermined

William R. High Property PHMC Undetermined
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Mohnton
Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

Meiser

Calvary United Methodist Church PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

George H. Leininger House PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

Zion Evangelical Church PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Bridge PHMC

Bridge PHMC

Shillington
Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

Almshouse Graveyard Meiser

Brownstone wall Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Harry E. Hawman Property PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Eligible

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

Millers House PHMC Eligible

Philadelphia Avenue Houses PHMC Undetermined

Robert Moyer Property PHMC Undetermined

Meiser

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Eligible

PHMC Eligible
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Welsh Baptist Church Meiser

Welsh Graveyard Meiser

William High House PHMC Eligible

List of Historic Districts
(See numbers on Historic Resources Maps)

Brecknock

Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

 PHMC Undetermined

Cumru

Resource ID Historic Name Source National Register Status*

PHMC

PHMC

PHMC Undetermined

PHMC Listed

PHMC Eligible

PHMC Eligible

Philadelphia and Reading Railroad: Reading Beltline 
Railroad

PHMC

PHMC Eligible

Wilmington and Northern Railroad PHMC

PHMC Eligible

Philadelphia and Reading Railroad PHMC Eligible

PHMC

PHMC Undetermined

 

Listed:

Eligible: 

Ineligible: 

Undetermined: 

Unknown: 





Holly Ln





9 St S

Main St

New Castle Dr

Holly Ln





Kenhorst Blvd

Eric Ave

Deerfield Dr

Fayette Ave

John Glenn Ave

Lee Ave

Tioga Ave

Tasker Ave

Brooke Blvd

Crowder Ave





Pennwyn Pl

Hunters Rd

Leininger Ave

Ashley Dr

Locust St

Lake St

Oneil St N

Spruce St

Centre St





Liberty Ave

Mifflin Blvd

New Castle Dr

Pennwyn Pl

Eric Ave

Fayette Ave

Leininger Ave

Lee Ave

Ashley Dr

Tioga Ave

Tasker Ave

Crowder Ave

Mifflin Blvd




